MEN OF POWER
He hurries back to Assisi, loads his horse with a
bale of doth, and rides away with it to a nearby fair.
Arriving there, he sells both horse and goods, journeys
back on foot to St Damian's, and turns over all the
money to the astonished priest for the rebuilding of
the chapel. The priest refuses to accept so large a
gift, knowing well how Francis' father would later ob-
ject. But he consents to allow Francis to remain with
him for a while, and together they work with their
own hands to rebuild the shrine. Francis tosses the
money into a hiding place in the chapel.
Find Break with the Old Life. Not long after-
ward, his father, suspicious of his son's strange con-
duct and his failure to return home, traces his move-
ments an dappears in the little chapel with a band of
neighbors. Angrily he demands that his son return
home for punishment. But Francis escapes and for six
weeks remains in hiding, hoping that his father's anger
will cooL Then, growing ashamed of his cowardice,
he makes his way, unshaven and clad like a beggar,
down to Assisi. He no sooner enters the town than
the children, who have heard their elders gossipping
about these strange events, surround him with cries
of "Mad man! Mad man!" His father's anger boils
up again at the sight of this fresh disgrace to the fam-
ily of Bernardone. Running into the street, he seizes
Francis, beats him, and drags him into his home where
he locks him in a closet until he shall come to his senses.
Shortly thereafter, however, the elder Bernardone is
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